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iLUIvS  Oy  AGRiaTLTURAL  FRODUCTIOlJ  FOR  CAIE  OR  FOR  CONaHvIPTION 
IN  TKE  FARIa  HOI.'S  1919  -  1937 


Production  of  agricultural  products  for  sale  or  for  home  consumption  vjas 
larger  in  1937  than  in  any  year  of  G-overriHient  record,  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural 
Econoniics  reported  today.    The  records  date  back  to  1919, 

Larger-than-average  crops  accounted  for  the  unusually  large  fam  output 
last  year.    The  harvest  of  fruits,  truck"  crops,  and  cotton  in  1937  was  larger 
than  in  any  previous  3'ear,  and  the  production  of  grain  crops  for  sale  or  for 
home  consumption  y:as  the  largest  since  1928.    Procuction  pf  livestock  and  live- 
stock products,  hov/ever,  v:as  smaller  than  in  1936  and  smialler  than  in  any  of 
the  5  years  from  1930  to  1934. 

Agricultural  production  in  1937  v/as  103  percort  of  the  1924-29  average 
compared  v;ith  9b  ^ercent  in  1936  ard  the  previous  re:  ord  of  107  percent  in  1931. 
The  commodities  included  in  tzie  index  number  used  to  m.easure  changos  in  agri- 
cultural production  contributed  .about  93  percent  of  the  gross  income  from  farm, 
production  duriog  the  1924  to  1929.  base  period. 

The  index  cf  crop  production  (1924-29  =  100)  v;as  113  in  1937  compared  vilth 
30  in  1936  and  106  in  1926  azid  1923,  the  nrevious  record  years.     Livestock  pro- 
duction in  1937  -.--/as  only  104  ^--ercent  of  average  com^-ared  v.dth  108  percent  in  1936, 
and  was  6  percent  below  the  record  production  of  1934,     Dairy  production  in  1937 
v;as  the  highest  on  record,  but  micat  production  was  below  the  1924-29  average. 


groups  of  commodities  is  significant.     Production  of  grains  lias  -fcended  downward 
since  1020.     Fruit  and  vegetable  crops  have  fluctuated  v/idely  from  year  to  year, 
with  a  slight  upward  trend  in  prcaucticn  throughout  the  1919-37  reriod,  Tii-'^ek 
crops,  the  production  of  v/hich  has  more  than  dou'  led  since  1919,  have  shown  the 


A  comparison  of  the  trends  of  agricultural  production  of  the  different 


most  pronounced  u-ov/ard  trend  of  any  group  of  coiriinodities .  Cotton  production  was 
raarkedly  upward  from  1921  to  191'6,  but  since  then  there  lias  been  little  evidence 
of  any  trend  upward  or  downward.  ^ 

In  view  of  the  diverse  trends  of  the  different  groups  of  crops,  very 
little  trend  is  indicated. in  the  total  production  from  all  crops  since  1919. 
Total  crop  producti on  .was  somewhat  belcw  t'le  19S4-29  average  in  all  years  from 
1932  to  1936,  largely  because  of  di'ought  which  was  v/idespread  in  1934  and  1936. 

Meat  production  was  fairly  stable  during  the  1920' s.     From  1931  to  1934, 
the  production  of  neat  animals  v/as  somewhat  above  average.     The  unusually  heavy 
production  in  1934,  partly  the  result  of  liquidation  of  breeding  stock,  was  fol- 
lowed in  1935  by  the  smallest  production  for  any  year  since  records  were  started 
in  1919.     Dairy  production  tended  definitely  upv^ard  each  year  from  1919  to  1931 
and  has  since  been  fairly  stable.     Poultry  production  also  increased  sharply  from 
1919  to  1931  but  in  recent  years  has  been  slightly  below  the  level  of  1930  and 
1931. 

The  upward  trend  in  the  volimie  of  agricultural  production  from  1919  to 
1926  v/as  largely  the     result  of  Increased  production  of  livestock  and  livestock 
products.     Since  1925  there  has  been  no  upward  trend  in  total  volume  of  agri- 
cultural production.     In  years  of  unusually  favorable  crop  production  such  as 
1928,  1931,  and  1937,  total  output  of  agricultural  products  vjas  somewhat  above 
average  for  the  base  period  but  this  was  offset  by  marked  curtailments  in  out- 
put during  the  years  1934-36. 

The  accompanying  table  contains  index  numbers  of  the  volum^e  of  agri- 
cultural production  for  sale  or  for  consumption  in  the  farm  home  from  1919 
through  1937  with  production  in  tlie  years  1924-29  eq^ual  to  100, 
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Iniex  niLibers  of  the  volrx^e  cf  agricultural  producticn,  for  sale 
or  for  cons-onrtion  in  the  farm  home,  1913-37  _l/ 
(1924-29  =  100) 
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!_/  These  index  n'orribers  are  cased  on  esxir.ates  of  production  of  farm  products  for 
sale  or  for  ccnsu^'^rt; ion  in  the  farni  horae.     Products  fed  to  livestock,  used  for 
seed  or  in  otner  forms  of  production  are  not  included.     Calendar  year  production 
of  livestock  and  livestock  products  is  compared  vdtii  ciop  prcdiiction  of  the  same 
year.    Each  group  index  as  xall  as  the  total  is  obtained  by  uuJ.t-. plying  the 
yearly  Guaiit--cies  by  a  1924-29  average  farm  price  received  by  producers  for.  each 
cf  the  ccrmc iir ies,  and  the  sum  of  these  yearl;/  values  at  average  prices,  divided 
by  the  corresponding  average  sum  for  the  period  1924-29  taken  as  100.    The  commodi- 
ties included  in  constructing  the  index  contributed  about  93  percent  of  the  gross 
income  fromi  agricultural  production  during  the  years  1924-29.     The  commodities 
included  in  each  group  are:  Grair^  -  wheat,  corn,  oats,  barley,  rye,  buckwheat, 
flaxseed,  rice,  grain  sorghum;  fruits  and  vegetables  -  grapes,  apples,  apricots, 
peaches,  pears,  cranberries,  figs,  grapefruit,  oranges,  lem-ons ,  olives,  potatoes, 
s^veet  potatoes,  dry  edible  beans;  truck  crops  -  asparagus,  snap  beans,  beets, 
cabbage,  cantaloups,  carrots,  cauliflovrer ,  celery,  cucumbers,  eggplant,  lettuce, 
onions,  peas,  peppers,  spinach,  strairvberri es ,  torjatoes,  watermelons;  cotton  and 
"ottonseed;     all  crops  include  tobacco  and  hay  in  addition  to  all  previous  it  ens; 
meat  animals  -  cattle,  calves,  sheep,  lambs,  hogs;  dairy  products  -  milk  total 
production  less  milk  fed  to  calves;  poultry  products  -    chickens  and  eggs.;  all 
livestock  and  livestock  products  include  wool  in  addition  to  the  livestock  and 
livestock  products  m.entioned;  the  total  index  is  the  combined  index  of  all  crops 
and  all  livestock  ar.d  livestock  products,  2/  Preliminary. 


